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Every relation to the archetype, whether through
experience or the mere spoken word, is 'stirring', i.e. it
is impressive, it calls up a stronger voice than our own.
The man who speaks with primordial images speaks with
a thousand tongues; he entrances and overpowers, while
at the same time he raises the idea he is trying to express
above the occasional and the transitory into the sphere of
the ever-existing. He transmutes personal destiny into
the destiny of mankind, thus evoking all those beneficent
forces that have enabled mankind to find a rescue from
every hazard and to outlive the longest night.
That is the secret of effective art. The creative process,
in so far as we are able to follow it at all, consists in an uncon-
scious animation of the archetype, and in a development and
shaping of this image till the work is completed. The shaping
of the primordial image is, as it were, a translation into the
language of the present which makes it possible for every
man to find again the deepest springs of life which
would otherwise be closed to him. Therein lies the
social importance of art; it is constantly at work educating
the spirit of the age, since it brings to birth those forms in
which' the age is most lacking. Recoiling from the
unsatisfying present the yearning of the ^artist reaches out
to that primordial image in the unconscious which is best
fitted to compensate the insufficiency and one-sidedness
of the spirit of the age. The artist seizes this image, and
in the work of raising it from deepest unconsciousness he
brings it into relation with conscious values, thereby trans-
forming its shape, until it can be accepted by his contem-
poraries according to their powers.
The nature of the work of art permits conclusions to be
drawn concerning the character of the .period from which
it sprang. What was the significance of realism and
naturalism to their age? What was the meaning of
romanticism, or Hellenism? They were tendencies of art
which brought to the surface that unconscious element of

